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BIGGEST SAVINGS!
 SAVE OVER  $ 60 EVERY MONTH!

 Qualify for FREE Installation -
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Whew... now that the 
snow & ice is gone,

BRING YOUR 
VEHICLE IN FOR 

A CHECK-UP!
• Shocks • Brakes 

• Muffler • Alignments
40 N. WASHINGTON • ARDMORE • 223-1781

10%

OFF
Repair

Parts!

Daytona 500
kicks off 
NASCAR season
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Partnerships celebrated at banquet
BY STEVE BIEHN
STEVE.BIEHN@ARDMOREITE.COM

The Ardmore Chamber of 
Commerce celebrated the value 
of its many partnerships and 
recognized several of its out-
standing members during its 
annual banquet Friday at the 
Ardmore Convention Center.

The theme of this year’s event 
was “Building Ardmore Through 
Partnerships.” The banquet gave 
chamber leaders the opportu-
nity to recognize all those who 
serve on the Ardmore Chamber 
of Commerce Board of Direc-
tors, the Ardmore Development 
Authority, the Ardmore Tourism 
Authority and the Chamber of 
Commerce Foundation Inc.

T.J. Riley, 2010/2011 Ardmore 

Chamber Chairman, recognized 
the 2011 Board of Directors and 
stressed the importance of part-
nerships in the community.

“Partnerships work,” he said. 
“There is magic in partner-
ships.”

Teresa Brown, Past Chair-
person of the Ardmore Develop-
ment Authority, recognized the 
2010/2011 officers and trust-
ees. Ardmore Tourism Author-
ity Chairperson David Plesher 
recognized the 2010/2011 offi-
cers and the 2011 trustees. And 
Chairman Glenn Gee introduced 
the directors of the Chamber of 
Commerce Foundation Inc.   

Alan Bynum, chairperson of 
Ardmore Young Professionals, 
presented the Rising Star Award 
to Natalie Graham. The award is 

presented annually to one young 
professional who — in the spirit 
of bettering Ardmore — has 
distinguished himself/herself 
through continuous leadership, 
involvement and service to the 
Ardmore community. Bynum 
said Graham’s vision and com-
mitment to the community and 
her active involvement in lead-
ership activities made her the 
perfect choice for the award.

Molly Ann Cypert presented 
the Bob Cypert Leadership 
Award, sponsored by Southern 
Oklahoma Women’s Health, to 
Bob Bates.

This annual award is given 
to an individual who exhibits a 
positive attitude, works behind 
the scenes to enhance the com- STEVE BIEHN

THE ARDMOREITESee AWARDS, 7A

BY LEAH J. SIMMONS
LEAH.SIMMONS@ARDMOREITE.COM

Making a difference in Ardmore 
comes in many forms — even un-
der the umbrella of one event.

Last year, the Arbuckles to Ar-
dmore Race for Mercy drew more 
than 1,200 runners in the inau-
gural event to raise funds to build 
a new cancer center in the city.

But there was just as much 
of an impressive effort going on 
behind the scenes. In everything 
from registering runners to cheer-
ing from the sidelines to provid-
ing communication and safety 
patrol along the route, volunteers 

of all ages kept the whole process 
running smoothly from ... well ... 
start to finish.

“The runners who came to Ar-
dmore last year saw the commu-
nity and they commented on it,” 
said Alison Smalley, the creator 
and organizer of the A2A. “In oth-
er places where there are mara-
thons, the only people runners 
see are other runners. Here, they 
saw people — children to senior 
citizens — putting the event on. 
It was our town that did it.

“Volunteers make a big differ-
ence. It’s exciting and it gives ev-
eryone who volunteers a sense of 
accomplishment,” she said. “We 

need that effort. Without volun-
teers, we can’t put the race on.”

Smalley emphasized that there 
is a volunteer spot for everyone, 
from children to adults to seniors 
and people of all physical abili-
ties.

Last year, the local Camp Fire 
USA group wanted to participate, 
but didn’t know what they could 
do. It was finally decided that the 
youth could help serve and clean 
up at the pasta dinner, which is 
served on Saturday night at the 
Ardmore Convention Center for 
the runners to “carbo load” before 
the big day, Smalley said.

On the road again

A2A is back for a second year with
plenty of opportunities to volunteer

Volunteers
can help out
in many ways
    — Page 5A
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Woman caught
in stolen truck;
police say bank
heist was next
BY MARSHA MILLER
MARSHA.MILLER 
@ARDMOREITE.COM

An Ardmore woman is 
behind bars facing state 
and possible federal charg-
es after her plans to steal 
a vehicle to use in a bank 
robbery went awry min-
utes after she put her plan 
into action Wednesday.

Tara N. Richardson was 
taken into custody by Ar-
dmore Police Officer Chris 
Hassler shortly before 11 
a.m. in the 1100 block of 
15th Avenue N.W.  At the 
time, all Hassler knew was 
that Richardson was be-
hind the wheel of a stolen 
Ford pickup. 

The truck had been sto-
len less than 15 minutes 
earlier near the old Ard-
more Middle School build-
ing, when the current own-
er of the building arrived to 

unlock doors for Ardmore 
Police Department canine 
officers, who were going to 
use the building for train-
ing purposes. The victim 
immediately reported the 
theft to the officers at the 
scene and an immediate 
s e a r c h 
for the 
truck was 
launched.

During 
the initial 
a r r e s t , 
H a s s l e r 
also dis-
c o v e r e d 
Richard-
son was 
not only 
driving the stolen truck, 
her driver’s license had 
been suspended. If those 
two crimes weren’t enough, 
Richardson’s attire also 
drew the attention of offi-
cers.

“She was dressed com-
pletely in black — black 
hat, black sunglasses, 
black shirt, black pants,” 
said APD Public Informa-
tion Officer Chad Anthony.

Drive-by shooting leaves
home riddled with bullets
BY MARSHA MILLER
MARSHA.MILLER 
@ARDMOREITE.COM

Ardmore police are in-
vestigating a drive-by 
shooting that occurred late 
Thursday and left a north-
east side residence sprayed 
by a hail of bullets.

The shooting was report-
ed shortly before 11 p.m. at 
a residence located in the 
100 block of I Street N.E. 

Cpl. Chad Anthony, Ar-
dmore Police Department 
Public Information Officer, 
confirmed officers recov-
ered 30 shell casings from 
the gunfire storm. 

However, Anthony said 
the number of bullet cas-
ings alone is not an indi-
cation of the number of 
shooters or the number of 
guns that may have been 
used in the attack.

“The bullet casings 
were all the same caliber. 
That could indicate all the 
rounds were fired from 
one automatic weapon or 
more than one gun was in-
volved,” he said.

See THEFT, 7A

See DRIVE-BY, 9A

Richardson

How A2A
changed one 
woman’s life
   — Page 1B

A2A volunteer to run
Boston Marathon
after beating cancer
               — Page 1C



 315 Sam Noble Parkway
 226-3744

 Mon.-Sat. 11-7 • Sun. 11-3

 All About Flavor
Broaster Fried Chicken
Creole-Breaded Catfish

Broaster-Marinated Smoked Chicken
Cracked Pepper Smoked Sausage

Zesty Chopped BBQ
Red Skin Mashed Potatoes

Chicken & Smoked Ham Salad
Pimento & Jalapeno Pimento Spread

Garlic & Cheese Biscuits

Fresh
Saladsand

• Advanced No-Stitch, 
No Shot, No Patch 
Cataract Surgery

• New Technology      
Lens Implants

• Glaucoma, Diabetic
Eye Care

2408 N. Commerce • Ardmore
(580)226-3100 or 1-800-446-0952

Dean M. Sherry, M.D.
Eye Surgeon & Physician

Board Certified
American Board of

Ophthalmology

SHERRY EYE CLINIC, P.C.

10%
 OFF

Your Entire Ticket
 (Dine-In Only)

KC’s SmokehouseKC’s SmokehouseKC’s Smokehouse
 718 S. Commerce • 580-226-7427

 Expires 2/28/11

GUITAR 
LESSONS!
Call Jeff Hobbs Studios

580-319-5930

 A Joyful Noise
 Professional Recording Studio
 Unlimited Studio Time / Pay Per Song
 CD Labels down to the shrink-wrap.

 Very Affordable Prices!!
 50% Off Christian Music

 580-465-9017 or 465-5501

Danieal Belt, CPA
Certified Public Accountant

303 E Street NW • (580) 220-8980 • Ardmore, OK 73401

 Income Tax Preparation for Business and Individuals
 Financial Planning

 Bookkeeping & Payroll Service
 Accounting Software Training and Support

 Now accepting new clients

Main Campus Classes
Floral Projects I  6-8:30 p.m.  3-1/4-12  T $60  $120
Microsoft Word Level 2  6-9 p.m.  3-1/3-10  T, Th  $50  $100
Introduction to PowerPoint for Senior Citizens  9 a.m.-12 p.m.  3-2  W $0  $0
Microsoft Excel Workshop  9 a.m.-3 p.m.  3-5  Sa  $30  $60
Intorduction to Electronic Gadgets for Senior Citizens 9 a.m.-12 p.m.  3-5  Sa  $0  $0
Reiki II  9 a.m.-4 p.m.  3-5  Sa  $100
Lead Safety for Renovation, Repair & Painting  8 a.m.-5 p.m.  3-5  Sa  $200
American Heart CPR for Healthcare Providers  4-9 p.m.  3-8  T $40  $80
Adv. Conversational Spanish  6-9 p.m.  3-21/4-13  M, W  $90  $180
Adobe Photoshop I  6-9 p.m.  3-22/3-31  T, Th  $95  $190
Introduction to Macintosh  6-9 p.m.  3-22/3-31  T, Th  $50  $100
Computer Fundamentals  6-8 p.m.  3-22/3-31  T, Th  $40  $80
Microsoft Excel Level 1  6-9 p.m.  3-22/3-31  T, Th  $50  $100
Digital Photography - Advanced  6-9 p.m.  3-22/3-31  T, Th  $60  $80
American Heart CPR for Healthcare Providers  4-9 p.m.  3-22  T $40  $80
*NEW* “The Full Plate Diet” Weight Loss Program  6-7 p.m.  3-22/4-14  T, Th  $56  $112
Spanish to English - Advanced  6-9 p.m.  3-22/4-14  T, Th  $90  $180
Cabinet Building for Beginners  6-9 p.m.  3-22/4-12  T, Th  $250  $500
Build Your Own Project  6-9 p.m.  3-22/4-14  T, Th  $100  $200
Medical Coding I for Hospitals  6-9 p.m.  3-28/4-28  M, W  $450  $900
MAT Update  5:30-9:30 p.m.  3-28/3-30  M, W  $40  $80
Basic Welding  5:30-8:30 p.m.  3-29/5-4  T, W, Th  $300  $600
Intermediate Welding  5:30-8:30 p.m.  3-29/5-4  T, W, Th  $300  $600
Advanced Welding  5:30-8:30 p.m.  3-29/5-4  T, W, Th  $300  $600

Murray County Extension Center
Introduction to Excel for Senior Citizens  9 a.m.-12 p.m.  3-2  W $0  $0
Beginning Digital Photography  6-9 p.m.  3-22/3-24  T, Th  $40  $80
Basic Sign Language  6-7:30 p.m.  3-24/5-5  Th  $30  $60
Zumba - Session I  6:30-7:30 p.m.  3-29/5-31  Th  $30  $60
Computer Fundamentals  6-9 p.m.  3-29/3-31  T, Th  $40  $80
Introduction to PowerPoint  for Senior Citizens  9 a.m.-12 p.m.  3-30  W $0  $0
Log Cabin Quilting  6-9 p.m.  4-4/4-25  M $30  $60

West Branch Extension Center
Advanced Cake Decorationg  6-8 p.m..  3-3/3-10  Th  $30  $60
American Heart CPR for Healthcare Providers  4-9 p.m.  3-3  Th  $30  $60
Basic Digital Photography Workshop  9 a.m.-4 p.m.  3-12  Sa  $40  $80
MS Excel Workshop  5:30-8:30 p.m.  3-21/3-28  M $40  $80
Advanced Sign Language  6-8 p.m.  3-21/4-11  M $40  $80
Spring Floral Arranging  6-8 p.m.  3-24/3-31  Th  $40  $80
American Heart CPR for Healthcare Providers  4-9 p.m.  3-29  T $40  $80

Enroll Online Today!Enroll Online Today!Enroll Online Today!
 Visit Our Web Site www.sotc.edu

ENROLL NOW!
1-800-989-4599 or 223-2070, ext. 8201

www.sotc.edu
Southern Oklahoma Technology Center does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, gender, age, or disability in admission to its programs, services, or activities, in access  to

them, in treatment of individuals, or in any aspect of its operations. 
SOTC also does not discriminate in its hiring or employment.

March 2011 Classes
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There are several opportunities for volunteers to partici-
pate in the March 20 A2A event. Individuals can volunteer 
“in memory” or “in honor” of someone. A list of volunteer 
jobs follows.

Pre-race Opportunities:
■ Sponsorship — To contact area businesses and indi-

viduals regarding sponsorship opportunities.
■ Packet assembly and pickup — To assemble and dis-

tribute packets for runners at expo.
■ Registration — To assist during race registration at 

the Ardmore Convention Center.
■ Pasta Dinner — To assist with planning, set-up, serv-

ing and cleanup.
■ Cleanup — To assist with trash pickup along the race 

course.

Race-day Opportunities:
■ Starting and Finish Lines — To assist with staging, 

teardown and cleanup of race sites.
■ Registration — To assist during race registration at 

Noble Stadium.
■ Water/Aid Stations — To assist with serving water 

and/or sport drinks to runners along the course.
■ Medical Support — For trained medical professionals 

to provide assistance, if necessary.
■ Gear Check — To collect and transport bags of run-

ners’ clothing, etc., from start lines to stadium.
■ Spirit Groups — For bands, drill teams, civic clubs, 

etc., to provide spirit and cheering along the course.
■ Communications — For licensed ham radio operators 

to provide communication along the course.
■ Safety Patrol — For cyclists to patrol race route to 

provide assistance, if necessary.
■ Traffic/Parking — To direct runners along the race 

course or vehicles to parking.
■ Awards — To assist with presentation of medals, etc., 

at finish line.
■ After-race Refreshments — To stage and serve re-

freshments to runners at the finish line.
■ Most Valuable Volunteer — I am not picky. I will help 

wherever you need me the most.

All volunteers must register for their favorite committee 
online at 

A2A
CONTINUED FROM 1A

SUBMITTED PHOTO

“This is not a glamorous 
job, but they were there 
in their A2A volunteer T-
shirts and worked very 
hard,” Smalley said. “The 
runners attending the 
dinner were not used to 
seeing young people vol-
unteering in this way and 
we have received many 
unsolicited compliments 
about the positive impres-
sion they made.”

Many of the Camp Fire 
USA kids had personal 
reasons they wanted to 
work for the A2A, such as 
family members or friends 
who had been lost to can-
cer.

Margaret Gilbert, re-
gion manager for the 
Heart of Oklahoma Coun-
cil, said last year, five 
Camp Fire members and 
three adults volunteered 
for A2A. This year, they 
will be joined by another 
group and both will work 
at the pasta dinner. One 
of the groups even plans 
to run in the March 20 
event.

Like the runners in 
A2A, volunteers can work 
in support or memory of 

someone who has had can-
cer. “We decided to volun-
teer last year not just be-
cause of individual stories 
of cancer but because it is 
a good community event 
and everyone is touched 
by cancer in some form or 
another,” assistant Camp 
Fire leader Stephanie 
Miller said. “We look for-
ward to volunteering and 
participating this year 
and for years to come.”

Volunteering isn’t just 
for the youth, however. 
Seniors get their turn of-
fering a hand with race 
preparations, as well. 
Members of the Mercy 
Memorial Health Center 
Auxiliary were more than 
eager to help out with the 
A2A project.

Shelly Antuna is the 
manager of the Mercy 
Memorial Health Cen-
ter Auxiliary. Last year, 
the auxiliary group vol-
unteered to stuff the in-
formation packets the 
runners receive as they 
arrive in Ardmore to pick 
up their registration in-

formation and T-shirts.
Their job turned out to 

be a bit more than they 
anticipated. Originally, 
they expected to put to-
gether about 250 to 300 
packets, but when regis-
tration virtually exploded, 
they ended up preparing 
more than 1,200.

“The volunteers are al-
ways dedicated to help 
with whatever they can. 
They are so open-minded 
and willing,” Antuna said. 
“With the cancer cen-
ter, they wanted to help 
sponsor the race. Besides 
stuffing the packets, some 
of the other volunteers 
helped with registration.”

The group plans to 
sponsor the race again 
this year, and also plans 
to give money directly to 

the cancer center itself.
“They were a magnifi-

cent example that you are 
never too old to give of 
yourself to a good cause,” 
Smalley said.

Anyone who wants to 
volunteer is more than 
welcome to participate, 
but they must register in 
a specific area on the Web 
site www.a2amarathon.
com.


